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Original text at the end of the article 
 

Memory of dead soldiers 
 

Reservists gather at the Lahn near Kirschhofen 
 
Weilburg-Kirschhofen 
(Dn). On Memorial Day, members of reservist units have gathered at the 
Kirschhofen Lahn to commemorate their two comrades from the 
Fernspähkompanie 300, who drowned in a boat practice at the Kirschhöfener 
Weir in August 1977. 
 
At the scene of the accident, a commemorative plaque commemorating sergeant 
Jürgen von der Heyde and hunter Erwin Schernus is attached. 
Because of the current flood, the visitors from Herborn - the former location of the 
Fernspähkompanie - and the former alumni association Sixt von Armin barracks 
Wetzlar could not reach the plaque - about 100 meters before the visitors had to stop. 
 

Flowers laid down on the shore 
 
So they put flower arrangement and candle down the slope, Werner Sitter from 
Braunfels spoke a few words of remembrance and pastor Hans-Joachim Schäl from 
Weilburg held a devotion. 
The next door loud noisy weir let them present the events of 23 August 1977 lively 
and situational. Twenty-seven soldiers of the Special Forces commissioned with 
scouting orders had taken an exercise on the Lahn with three boats when one of 
them capsized. 
 
Ten men were able to reach the shore swimming, two drowned in the flood, one 
could be salvaged only two days later downstream. 
Mr. Sitter, who used to live in Kirschhofen, had taken care of the memorial site that 
had been erected in the same year and, after years of searching, found a few former 
Fernspäh- comrades who first met in Weilburg last year. At a subsequent 
comradeship meeting, the participants discussed whether future memorial meetings 
should be held not on Memorial Day, but on the respective day of the disaster on 23 
August. 
 
Caption: 
Bundeswehr reservists from Wetzlar and Herborn commemorated at the Lahn their 
33 years ago drowned in the Lahn comrades. Because of the flood, the memorial 
plaque about 100 meters away was not accessible on Sunday 
(Photo: Nobbe) 
 
Italic text was added by me. 
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